
6-41-101.  Services to children with disabilities in nonpublic schools. 

 

  (a) Prior to expending any funding for new programs for children with disabilities that include funding for evaluation, 

counseling, assessment, personnel, equipment, or other capital outlay in other than public schools, the Department of 

Career Education shall publish a public notice of the intent to provide additional special services to the disabled, 

specifying the services in the public notice, and inviting organizations that are recognized by the state to provide 

education, assessment, jobs skills training, or vocational education to children with disabilities to submit proposals to 

provide the additional special services. 

 

(b) The department may award one (1) or more contracts to any organization that can fulfill the goals and objectives of 

the program, or the department may assume responsibility for implementing the program. 

 

HISTORY: Acts 1987, No. 1048, § 12; 1993, No. 294, § 14; 1999, No. 1323, § 25.  

6-41-102.  Extended year program. 

 

  The extended year program for school-age children with disabilities shall be established and implemented by school 

districts as established by the individualized education program of the child during the summer at the close of each 

school year. 

 

HISTORY: Acts 1983 (1st Ex. Sess.), No. 100, § 4; A.S.A. 1947, § 80-2145; Acts 1993, No. 294, § 14; 1999, No. 391, § 22.  

6-41-103.  Identification of children with specific learning disabilities. 

 

  (a)  (1) As used in this section, the term "specific learning disability" means a disorder in one (1) or more of the basic 

psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, which may manifest itself in 

an imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, write, spell, or to do mathematical calculations. 

 

   (2) The term includes such conditions as perceptual handicaps, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and 

developmental aphasia. 

 

   (3) The term does not include children who have learning problems that are primarily the result of visual, hearing, or 

motor handicaps, of mental retardation, or of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantage. 

 

(b) It is the intent of the General Assembly to identify children with specific learning disabilities and to provide training 

for teachers encountering children with these problems in the regular classroom. The intent is not to increase the 

identification of students in special education, but rather to increase the ability of teachers to meet the needs of these 

students in the regular classroom. 

 

(c)  (1) The Department of Education shall develop an in-service program to train teachers in the recognition of children 

with specific learning disabilities and in teaching strategies for those students. 

 

   (2) Districts are required to keep on file in their school district a plan for implementing the recognition of children with 

specific learning disabilities and for incorporating teaching strategies for those students in the regular classroom. 

 

(d) The department shall adopt rules and regulations requiring all public schools in the state to identify all children with 

specific learning disabilities. 



 

HISTORY: Acts 1991, No. 338, §§ 1-4.  

6-41-104.  Services for children determined in another state to be eligible for services due to a behavioral disability. 

 

  (a) This section applies to a child who: 

 

   (1) Enrolls for the first time in special education services at an Arkansas public school; and 

 

   (2) Has been previously determined by a school district in another state to be eligible for special education services 

due to a behavioral disability. 

 

(b) The Arkansas public school district shall conduct an evaluation of the child consistent with federal and state rules to 

determine the appropriate special education disability category recognized in this state, if any. 

 

(c)  (1) If a child with a disability who had an individualized education program that was in effect in a previous public 

agency in another state transfers to a public agency in this state and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, 

the new public agency in consultation with the parents must provide the child with free appropriate public education 

including services comparable to those described in the child's individualized education program from the previous 

public agency until such time as the new public agency: 

 

      (A) Conducts an evaluation pursuant to 34 C.F.R. § 300.304 through 34 C.F.R. § 300.306, if determined to be 

necessary by the new public agency; and 

 

      (B) Develops, adopts, and implements a new individualized education program, if appropriate, that meets the 

applicable requirements in 34 C.F.R. § 300.320 through 34 C.F.R. § 300.324. 

 

   (2) If the child's behavior results in an out-of-school suspension of ten (10) or more consecutive or nonconsecutive 

days or an expulsion during the period of time the child receives special education services under the disability category 

of behavioral disability, the child's individualized education program team shall meet to review the child's individualized 

education program, including the behavioral needs of the child and the current placement of the child, consistent with 

federal and state rules dealing with special education and related services. 

 

(d) The Department of Education shall have the authority to promulgate rules as necessary to carry out the provisions of 

this section. 

 

HISTORY: Acts 2009, No. 377, § 1.  

 

 


